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FOR RELEASE: THURSDAY, July 29, 1965
FROM: Kika de la Garza
89-27
WASHINGTON, D. C. A long journey has started for a legislative proposal
in which South Texas is interested. A subcommittee of the House Agriculture Committee
has reported favorably my bill to authorize any form of marketing promotion, including
paid advertising, under marketing orders for citrus fruits, carrots, and onions. Under
marketing orders at present in effect in South Texas, producers cannot engage in trade
promotion and advertising programs for these activities. I believe producers should be
given an opportunity to expand their markets through advertising and other forms of pro-
motion. This would not cost the government anything. The industry would pay the bill,
arid any promotion effort would have to be approved by not less than two-thirds of the·
producers voting on a referendum. I had the privilege of appearing before the subcom-
mittee--the bill now goes to the full committee o·f which I am a member--and, of course,
I am working for a favorable report. So the long journey has started and I hope we can
eventually get it passed.
* * * * *
POSTMASTER APPOINTMENTS. Once upon a time your local postmastership was
considered a political plum, usually filled in accordance with the recommendation of the
Congressman if he belonged to the same political party as the President. This is no
longer the case. Many regulations must be observed, including Civil Service require-
ments, departmental standards, and the Veterans' Preference Act giving ex-servicemen
certain advantages over other applicants. Post offices are divided into four classes.
Annual receipts determine the class, as follows: First class, $40,000 and over; second
class, under $40,000; third class, under $8,100; fourth class, under $1,500. Appoint-
ments for the first three classes are made by the President subject to confirmation by
the U. S. Senate. Fourth class postmasters are appointed in the classified civil Service.
The 15th Congressional District has 94 post offices; 61 are in the first three classes
and 33 in the fourth class.
* * * * ...'t
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. The law provides that postmaster vacancies may
be filled by promotion of a classified postal employee or through open competitive exami-
nation. Factors considered by the Civil Service Commission in evaluating an applicant's
qualifications include the following: Management experience in a business comparable in
size to the post office; ability to supervise employees effectively; ability to deal ef-
fectively with associates and the public, and general reputation as to character, morals,
habits, ·honesty, reliability, and trustworthiness.
Experience and education requirements are heavy at the higher levelsof
post offices. Applicants for the highest levels of first class post offices (of which the
15th District has eight) do not take written examinations, but are graded by the Civil
Service Commission on an evaluation of capability based on an investigation. At other
levels of first class offices and in the other three classes, applicants must take a
written examination as well as undergoing an evaluation procedure.
In the caseof an open competitive examination, the names of the three appli-
cants making the highest grades--except as the standings are modified by the Veterans'
Preference Act--are sent to the Post Office Department, and the Postmaster General may
select anyone of the three for appointment. He may ask the local Congressman for a
recommendation before submitting a name to the President. If the President approves, the
name is sent to the Senate for confirmation.
This whole procedure, admittedly not simple, is designed to give us post-
masters who will render the best possible service to the citizens. It is a vast improve-
ment over the old spoils system.
* * * * *
AMBASSADOR FROM TEXAS. The Texas State Society's big barbecue on August 8,
which I wrote about last week, will have as the honor guest our State's own member of the
Anbassadors' Corps: Mr. Edward A. Clark, who recently was named U. S. Ambassador to
Australia. Ambassador Clark, whose home is in Austin, has many ties with our area. He
is a director of the San Benito Bank and Trust Company, of which his uncle, the late
Colonel Ed Downs, was formerly president. As a boy, the new Ambassador attended public
school in San Benito. He will get a real Texas welcome from his homefolks here in the
Nation's Capitol. Of all the recent appointments of the President, none has received
such wide acclaim and unanimous support as this one. Australia will never be the same
again with "Cousin Ed" there, but the affairs of the U. S. will indeed be in very capable
hands and the future relations of these two countries will flourish, for "Cousin Ed"
brings with him the wit of East Texas, the friendliness of South Texas, the knowledge of
government from Austin, the love of the soil all Texans share, the loyalty to friends of
the Border Country, and above all, he loves people and he loves his country. They just
don't make them like "Cousin Ed" any more.
* * * * *
VISITORS. Visitors to my office this week were Judge and Mrs. H. A. Garcia,
Jerry and Lucinda Garcia, and Sisters M. Stanislaus and M. Benigna, Brownsville; Mr. and
Mrs. T. S. Pickens and Dorothy Lou Pickens, Edinburg; Reverend Lorenzo Fanning, Edcouch;
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin White, David, Richard, and Robert \1hite, Santa Rosa; Mr. and Mrs. A. C.
Mogford, Crystal City; Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Garcia and Santos Garcia, and Mr. and Mrs. C.E.
Garza, Harlingen; Mr. and Mrs. Tate Dalrymple, McAllen; Mr. Jim McKeithan, Mission; and
Mr. and Mrs. Rodolfo Garza and Rodolfo Garza, Jr., formerly of Mission; Mr. H. P. Guerra,
Rio Grande City; Mr. Oscar Guerra, Lynne, Jimmy, and Mary Jane Guerra, Hidalgo; Mr. John
G. Hurd, Mr. Allan R. l~orms, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Clouse, and Danny Clouse, Laredo; and
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer F. King, Harlene and Frank King, formerly of Laredo.
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